Published by
The Society of Operations Engineers
President
Michael Sweetmore EngTech MSOE MIRTE LCGI
Chief Executive
Bruce McGill
The Society of Operations Engineers is a
licensed member of the Engineering Council.
Registered in England
Company No 3667147
Registered Charity
No 1081753
A Company Limited by Guarantee
Registered Office
22 Greencoat Place, London SW1P 1PR
Tel: 020 7630 1111
Fax: 020 7630 6677
Email: soe@soe.org.uk
www.soe.org.uk
Editor
Will Dalrymple
Email: will.dalrymple@markallengroup.com
Contributing Editors
Steve Banner, John Challen,
Toby Clark, Laura Cork, Dan Gilkes,
Peter Shakespeare, Richard Simpson,
Chris Tindall, Lucy Radley, Brian Wall
Art Editor
Chris Charles
Production Manager
Nicki McKenna
Email: nicki.mckenna@markallengroup.com
Advertisement Manager
Craig Molloy
Email: craig.molloy@markallengroup.com
Tel: 01322 221144
Publisher
Jon Benson
Transport Engineer
is the official journal of the IRTE,
a professional sector of the SOE.
Produced on behalf of the IRTE by
MA Business
Hawley Mill, Hawley Road,
Dartford, Kent DA2 7TJ
Tel: 01322 221144
www.transportengineer.org.uk
Transport Engineer
is distributed free of charge to SOE members,
dependent on membership sector. For
non-members, the annual subscription rate
(12 issues) is £79.50 UK and EU, or £81.50
airmail outside EU. For other SOE members,
the discounted rate is £32.
Printed by
Pensord Press UK
ISSN
0020-3122

Some of the articles and guidance included in
Transport Engineer may make a contribution to
your personal CPD requirements.
Please read our privacy policy, by visiting
http://privacypolicy.markallengroup.com.
This will explain how we process, use and
safeguard your data.
Views expressed in Transport Engineer are
those of the writers and do not necessarily
reflect the views of The Society of Operations
Engineers or of MA Business.
© 2019 The Society of Operations Engineers

Trial makes perfect

T

here’s a tradition of ‘seeing it for yourself’ in this industry, which
is why it remains common for fleets to give vehicles a trial run to
measure, for example, fuel economy, when operating on real
journeys and on real roads.
This is particularly important in cases of a major driveline
technology change, such as a switch to battery-electric. So 2020
electric vehicle launches reviewed at last month’s Freight in the City
exhibition (including the Mitsubishi Fuso eCanter and Tevva electric
hybrid; see p11) were more about single-unit testing than bulk buys.
Last month’s history of the IRTE best practice guides noted how
some of them, such as tipper stability, relied on data from real tests
(www.is.gd/pasavu). Another guide, on fuel efficiency, offers advice to
help fleet owners set up valid and meaningful measurements.
This issue, we ask how fleet engineers might try to determine the
total cost of ownership to the fleet of a particular product (pp23-24).
One of the article’s conclusions is that acquiring good data is neither
easy nor cheap, and that making significant changes to a truck could
risk invalidating the vehicle’s warranty.
Has the golden age for testing one’s own vehicles now passed,
gone the same way as Saturday afternoons spent underneath a car
with a spanner in one hand and a Haynes manual in the other?
Quite the opposite, provided today’s toolkit consists of a OBD
port reader and a copy of Microsoft Excel. That’s because engine
components speak volumes, in data. What engineers now need
is statistical sophistication, to understand what all of the numbers
spewing from the vehicle actually mean.
• By the way, testing of new technologies comprises an essential
part of the Stagecoach Forth Road Bridge bus automation project,
profiled briefly this month in sister publication Operations Engineer.
It is scheduled to arrive here next month, in an extended form.
Did you notice the shortened URL above – www.is.gd/xxxxxx – which
links to additional content? To reach that, type the whole link into the
address window of your web browser. Do not enter the link into an
internet search engine; that might lead to somewhere undesirable!
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